The holy gospel according to Luke, chapter two, verses 41-52 (NRSV):

“"Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover.
“And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. “*When
the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. **Assuming thathe wasin the group of
travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their
relatives and friends. **When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to
search for him. “°After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. *’And all who heard him
were amazed at his understanding and hisanswers. “*When his parents saw him
they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us
like this? Look, your father and I have been searching in great anxiety.” “He
said to them, “Whywere you searching for me? Didyou not know that | must be
in my Father’s house?” *°Butthey did not understand what he said to them.
*Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them.
His mother treasured all these thingsin her heart. ®And Jesus increased in

wisdom and years, and in divine and human favor.

Word of God, Word of life. AMEN.

| offer greetings on this second Sunday after Christmas. Grace and peace
be onto you from God our heavenly Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. AMEN.

In the first reading, Luke 2:21-40, Jesus is an infant, eight days old, when

he is presented in the temple by Mary and Joseph to fulfill the requirement
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of Jewish law. They encounter the prophets Simeonand Anna. Jesus
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was

upon him.

In the second reading, Luke 2:41-52, the story moves us ahead twelve

years to a pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. The

gospelwriter tells us that this pilgrimage was an annual event that Mary,

Joseph, and Jesus, made along with extended family and friends. It was

part of this faith communityodos Intthisadi t i
story we hear about parentswho, af ter a day distraught avel |,
when they candét fbeliavohg himhtebe lost. Weeaang s o n
imagine the anxiety they feelas they search for him. We can imagine the

relief Mary and Josephfeelwhen they find Jesus safe in the temple, sitting

among teachers listening and asking questions.

| think it would also be safe to say that we can imagine Mary asking Jesus,
I n an exasper at e ddothie™What ward\owthinkingdwey o u
have been worried sick! o or something

When we listen to this text from our modern perspective we can distract
ourselves with the question, A How coul
realizing their child is missing?o Th
and family is not monolithic. In reference to this text, Rev. David Lose
explains, ALife in ancient times wasnof
there was no nuclear family. Familiesd extended families, distant relatives,

members of the local village and communityd would have all taken such a

pilgrimage together. They were likely joined on the way by other families,
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other caravans of pilgrims, all forming a loose company. In this kind of
setting, every child had multiple parents and every adult looked after

whatever children were nearby. ‘0

Growing-up, ori mgacdd,ulas i1t i s ref eChiderd t o nao
need all the help they can get! The A
rai se a mtharway ,t 6 st mink of a community/¢
children. Parents, teachers, guardians, relatives, adults in general are all

responsible for protecting, nurturing, teaching and guiding children as they

grow and mature into adult members of the community. All the members of

the community, the village, play aroleinthec hi | dés devel opment

| started thinking about the many roles we each fulfill in our lives. For
example, | am a daughter, sister, mother, grandmother, friend, and pastor.
It is not a static thing, but rather a source of constant motion and
adjustment. As children, we rely on our guardians to be our caregivers,
eventually we become the caregivers. We begin as students and then
become the teachers. But it isndét a ||
in nature. In the reading from today:

1 The religious leaders are the teachers that will become the

student sé

T Jesus Iis the student that wi | | becon

As a human infant and child, Jesus would require the care of his parents,
and his community. Jesus the infant grows to become the curious,

inquisitive the 12 year old that stays behind in the temple to listen and ask

! In the Meantime, by David Loskttps:/www.davidlose.net/2013/01/lulg41-52/ posted Jan. 2, 2013, accessed 12/30/2020
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guestions about the faith tradition he practiced with his parents and
community. Itis remarkable to think about that and how young people

learn and grow so quickly.

| wondered about the time between these two visits to the temple. One

when Jesus was just an eight day infant, and then when he was a 12 year

oldboy. Who mi ght have ser vedthraughthdsefast s 6 r o |
12 years of his life? Who were his teachers, and protectors? Who offered
encouragement? Wholistenedtoand answered JesusO que
given day? Who taught him how to stay safe, think clearly and critically?

There is no doubtin my mind that Mary and Joseph, along with the people

who made up Jesusd conanhdnictoyntirni bNiatzead ett

understanding of himself as a faithful member of the Jewish community.

Mary and Josephexpectedto find Jesus with friends and relatives in the

traveling party, but instead they find him in an unexpected place. They do

not expectto find him in the temple sitting among the teachers. And when

Mary tells Jesus that they have beensearching in great anxiety for him, he

seems sur pr i s e dtknolwavhere tolire him.vwHe tespdndg

AWhy were you searching for me? How c
my Fat her 6Jse shwus er?e0s ponse baffles Mary

not understand what Jesus meant.

How the conversation continued is not written here, but it is written that
Jesus went with them to Nazareth and was obedient, that Mary treasured
all these things in her heart, and that Jesus increased in wisdom and years

and in divine and human favor.
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As members of this faith community, what role are you playing in
protecting, nurturing, teaching and guiding children as they grow and
mature into adult members of this faith community as well as the broader
community? Do your words and actions modela life that shows G o d I6ve
and grace? As followers of Christ, we are called to discipleship, to learn
and teach the stories of the bible. We are called to love and serve our
neighbors, to care for creation, and each other. We are called to shepherd

the next generation as they become mature adults in the Christian faith.

| think of myself as being part of this great continuum of the journey of faith.

On that continuum, there are people who have gone before me who can

teach and help me to grow in my understanding, and at the same time

there are people that | can bring along on the journey. So that we can all

come to understand that Godds | ove i s

matter our station in life.

Thankfully we are not alone in this responsibility. We have the love, light,
peace, and joy of God, incarnate in Jesus Christ. We have the work of the
Holy Spirit to guide us on our journey. As we greeted the infant Jesus at

Christmas, we can look ahead with hope toward Easter.

Thanks be to God! AMEN!
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