
[bookmark: _Hlk186454017][bookmark: _Hlk186443550]Second Sunday of Christmas
January 4, 2026

Gathering

Welcome & Announcements
Prelude

[bookmark: _Hlk216776449]Gathering Hymn             O Little Town of Bethlehem                  ELW #279

Confession and Forgiveness
If we say we have fellowship with God while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not live according to the truth; but if we walk in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin. 
(Silence for self-reflection and examination)
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love.
According to your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake, God forgives you all your sins. For thus says the Lord: I will sprinkle clean water upon you and you shall be made clean. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and will give you a heart of flesh. You shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
Amen.

Praise Hymn		   Your Little Ones, Dear Lord                  ELW #286
Greeting and Prayer of the Day
Almighty and everlasting God,
direct our actions according to your good pleasure, that in the name of your beloved Son, we might be made to abound in good works. Grant this, we pray, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Word
First Reading			1 Kings 3:4–15			     OT p .340
Psalm			        Psalm 119:97–104		     OT p. 630
Second Reading                   Ephesians 1:3–14		     NT p. 204
[bookmark: _Hlk176791822]Gospel Verse                       What Child is This		     ELW #297
Gospel			           Luke 2:40–52	  	             NT p. 60-61
Chidren’s Time      
Sermon 	                   Spiritual Gym Rat

Hymn of the Day        In His Temple Now Behold Him                ELW #417 

Prayers	L: 	God of grace. 		All: Hear our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always! And also with you. 

Meal
Gathering of Offerings (including change for the Church of Malawi)

Offertory Hymn	     Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                     ELW #276

Offertory Prayer 
Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Distribution — All are welcome! We will commune by tables around the altar.  For those who prefer, gluten-free wafers and grape juice are offered. Children are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.
Post Communion Prayer

Sending
Benediction 
Sending  Hymn                      Give Me Jesus                            ELW #770
Dismissal	Go in peace. Christ is near.    All: Thanks be to God!


	Preacher: Pastor Carl Billings
Musician: Carol Kelm 
Altar Guild:  Jeanne Jeske, Angela Jeske, Lynn Jeske


This Week at Holy Cross
[bookmark: _Hlk149748745]Today		  9:00 am — Worship 
	          	10:10 am — Fellowship (Council Serving)
 	 
Monday          11:00 am — Bible Study at Havenwood 
		12-6 pm — Blood Drive - Methodist Sponsor

Wednesday	 5:30 pm — Confirmation Meal
 5:55 pm — Confirmation
		 6:30 pm — Mid Week Worship

Thursday	10:30 am — Glenhaven Worship
Saturday	 7:30-5:00 --- Church Rental (Marigold Quilt)

Next Sunday,        	                    	 	     
[bookmark: _Hlk162883845][bookmark: _Hlk183438469][bookmark: _Hlk141871939]January 11         9:00 am — Worship 
[bookmark: _Hlk149058809]		10:10 am — Fellowship (Youth Serving)
		10:15 am — Council Meeting

Confirmation and Midweek Worship resume this week 1/7/26

Annual Report – All reports are due this Wednesday January 7th.

Constitution and Bylaws – Our new Constitution and Bylaws are now available for your review.  They were emailed last month and copies are available in the lobby.


Annual Meeting – Please mark your calendars that the Annual Meeting will be Sunday January 18th at 10:30 am.  
Voting on the new Constitution and Bylaws will be that day.



Pastor Carl Billings in Glenwood City –
	Tuesday & Wednesday– Afternoon – evening
	Thursday – Morning, 	Sunday – Morning
Wanda will be in the office – Monday-Thursday 9-3 or so…

Holy Cross Lutheran ChurchGIVING with
VANCO

615 Maple Street, PO Box 65, Glenwood City, WI 54013 
(715) 265-4411  gcHolyCross@cltcomm.net   gcholycross.org 
Intentional Interim Pastor Carl Billings
Phone: (763) 360-7126    Email: carlbillings@me.com

January 4, 2026   Second Sunday of Christmas

[image: ]

Holy Cross Lutheran Church

Called by the Holy Spirit
                             to Come
                                  to Grow
                                       to Live
as Disciples of Jesus Christ
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