[bookmark: _Hlk186454017][bookmark: _Hlk186443550]Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2026
Gathering
Welcome & Announcements
Prelude
Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
If we say we have no sin… cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Most merciful God,
We confess that we are slaves to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. On account of your great mercy, through your Son Jesus Christ, we pray that you would free us from ourselves, so that we may trust in your promise and obey your commandments, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
Absolution - 
Almighty God in His mercy…… In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk216776449]Gathering Hymn   Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds   ELW #367 vs 1-3
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  C: And also with you.  
L: Praise the LORD!
   C: Praise the LORD, O my soul!
L: I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
   C: I will sing praises to my God all my life long.
L:  Do not put your trust in princes,
   C: in mortals, in whom there is no help.
L: When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
   C: on that very day their plans perish.
L: Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
   C: whose hope is in the LORD their God,
L: who made heaven and earth,
   C: the sea, and all that is in them;
L: who keeps faith forever;



Psalm 146:1-6					
Praise Hymn		     Lord of All Hopefulness                     ELW #765

Greeting and Prayer of the Day
O God, 
you make the minds of the faithful to be of one will. Grant that your people would love what you command and desire what you promise, that, among the manifold changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joys are to be found; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

Time with the Graduates
Word
First Reading	               Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a,  51-60	          OT p. 128-130
Second Reading                    1 Peter 2:2-10                            NT p. 251
[bookmark: _Hlk176791822]Gospel Verse                      Lift High the Cross                    ELW #660 vs.1
Gospel			           John 14:1-14	                     NT p. 112-113
Chidren’s Time
Sermon 	        New Life Principles: The Journey Home

Hymn of the Day                  Beautiful Savior                          ELW #838

Prayers	L: 	God of grace. 		All: Hear our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always! And also with you. 

Meal
Gathering of Offerings (including change for our mission church)

Offertory Hymn	      One Bread, One Body                 ELW #496 vs.2

Offertory Prayer 
Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Distribution — All are welcome! We will commune by tables around the altar.  For those who prefer, gluten-free wafers and grape juice are offered. Children are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.
Post Communion Prayer

Sending
Benediction 
Sending  Hymn             I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me                  ELW #860
Dismissal	Go in peace. Christ is near.    All: Thanks be to God!
	Preacher: Pastor Carl Billings
Musician: Carol Kelm
Ushers: Tom & Nancy Stack
Altar Guild:  Gloria Hill


This Week at Holy Cross
[bookmark: _Hlk149748745]Today		  9:00 am — Worship – Senior Recognition Sunday
[bookmark: _Hlk217997084]	          	10:10 am — Fellowship (Council Serving)

Monday          11:00 am — Bible Study at Havenwood 
		 6:00 pm — Faith & Life / FUN Meeting

Wednesday	 5:30 pm — Confirmation Meal
 5:55 pm — Confirmation
		 6:30 pm — Mid-Week Worship

Friday		9:30 am — Friday Morning Coffee

Next Sunday,        	                    	 	     
[bookmark: _Hlk162883845][bookmark: _Hlk183438469][bookmark: _Hlk141871939]May 10th           9:00 am — Worship -Mother’s Day
[bookmark: _Hlk149058809]	         10:10 am — Fellowship (Altar Guild Serving)

Mid Week Worship summer break – Our Mid-week worship will be taking a break.  This Wednesday will be the last one till September.   Watch for restart dates.

Lawn Mowers Needed – The grass is growing and we are in need of some help in keeping it cut.  We have a riding mower in good working order… Sign up sheets are in the church office.

Offering Counters Needed – We are in need of volunteer offering counters.  Please contact the church office or Joan Bartz.

Prayer Request/Connection Card—Please find new green Connection Card/Prayer Request cards in the pews in front of the bibles. Please fill out as needed and place in collection plate.

Property & Management Meeting – Sunday May 17th at 10:15 am.

Pastor Carl Billings in Glenwood City –
	Tuesday– Afternoon – evening, & Wednesday all day
	Thursday – Morning, 	Sunday – MorningGIVING with VANCO

Wanda will be in the office – Monday-Thursday 9-3 or so…

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
615 Maple Street, PO Box 65, Glenwood City, WI 54013 
(715) 265-4411  gcHolyCross@cltcomm.net   gcholycross.org 
Intentional Interim Pastor Carl Billings
Phone: (763) 360-7126    Email: carlbillings@me.com
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